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Abstract

The study was set up in order to collect information and evaluate soybean farmer’s
production technology in the upper northern region of Thailand. Proposals for sustainability in
farmer’s soybean production were expected. The study sites lied in 5 provinces; Chiang Mai,
Maehongson, Phrae, Nan and Lumpang in 2011-2013. The method was interviewing, talk with
farmers and soybean field observation. The conclusion was that farmers grew soybean in 2
seasons in a year; dry season (after rice) and late rainy season (this was their own seed
production). Average yield was in the range of 1,250-2,688 kg/ha in the dry season and 1,031-
2,188 kg/ha in the late rainy season. Major constraints in soybean production in farm level
were composed of 1) lack of good seed supply 2) climate change situation causing uncertain
yielding and farmers could not get access to the knowledge 3) little knowledge in suitable
plant protection, soil improvement and soybean seed production 4) lack of labour supply.
These led to the proposals for sustainable soybean production as followings: better policy in
seed production system of the country, knowledge management and transfer to the farmers
(production technology and climate change), build the soybean seed production farmer
groups, research and development on climate smart agriculture, induction of machine based

production.
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