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The studies on species, biology and ecology of Salacca Insect Pest was conducted by means
of survey, sample collection and questionnaire at farmers' orchards in amphoe Tha Mai,
amphoe Khao Khitchakut and amphoe Muang, Chantaburi province. There were 3 kinds of
insect pests that attack salacca tree including Oryctes rhinocerous Linnaeus, Oryctes gnu Mohnr.
and Rhynchophorus furrugineus Oliver, one insect pest that attack flower which was
Diocalandra frumenti Fabricius. There was only one pest that attack fruit which was the salacca
fruit borer. This insect belongs to the order of coleoptera, family Anthribidae and currently
under the process of identification. Egg is creamy white and oval shape. Larva feeds on the
fresh of salacca fruit. Pupa is creamy white and takes place in the seed. Adult is small beetle
with large oval compound eyes and the body length is about 5 to 9 mm. Forewings are brown
with scattered black spots. Mouthpart is chewing type, long-flat broad and shovels like. Female
has shorter antennae. Development; The egg stage: 2-3 days, larval stage is about 30 days,
pupal stage: 5-9 days, adult stage: 5-60 days. Mating of salacca fruit borer occurs in the morning.
Adult female lays eggs in the salacca fruit under the peel. The infestation occur when the fruit
is at the age from 7 months old and over, simultaneously with the changing of the peel color
from dark brown into reddish brown and producing fragrance. To study on color preference of
adult beetle, different color of sticky traps were used. It was found that adults were caught by

all the test colors of sticky traps. However, green and orange caught more beetles than others.
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Table 1 Number adults of fruit borer caught on various colored of sticky traps set in salacca orchard ,

Chanthaburi province.

Number adult of fruit borer caught on sticky traps
Location
Red | Orange | Yellow | Green | Blue | Grey | White
Amphoe Khao Khitchakut 3 1 3 8 2 0 0
Amphoe Tha Mai 1 5 3 7 2 0 0
Amphoe Mueang Chanthaburi 1 5 0 5 5 2 6
Total 5 11 6 20 9 2 6
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Male Female Mouthpart of fruit borer

Figure 2 adult of fruit borer

Figure 3 Damage and exit hole of fruit borer



