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New Acting Secretary General : Mr. Yang - Hee Cho Visit us at :
www.afaci.org

The Acting Secretary General, Dr. Gihwan Yi,
was transferred to other position. Mr. Yang -
Hee Cho who was in charge of managing the

KOPIA (Korea Project on International Published by

Agriculture) centers in Asia, Rural Devel - Asian Food and Agriculture Cooperation
opment Administration (RDA), Korea, has Initiative (AFACI)

tempo rarily taken over the responsi bility. 126 Suinro, Gwonseon - gu, Suwon

441- 707, Republic of Korea
Tel : 82 - 31- 299- 2277
Fax : 82 - 31- 293- 9359
E- mail : afaci@korea.kr

He will be in charge until the election of the
Secretary General in the next General
Assembly held in May, 2012.
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2nd AFACI Workshop on

Rural Development for High

- level Officials was held at the ITCC Conference Hall,

RDA and the Central Training Institute (SUCTI) of
Saemaul Undong (New Village Movement) from August 22 to 26,
2011, in Republic of Korea. The meeting was attended by 20
participants from 11 countries; Bangladesh, Cambodia,
Indonesia, Lao PDR, Mongolia, Nepal, Philippines, Sri Lanka,
Thailand, Vietham, and Korea.

T he 2nd AFACI Workshop on Rural Development for High

201
Rural Developmer

Participants of the workshop

During the opening ceremony, Mr. Sang - Jae Lee, the Director
of International Technology Cooperation Center (ITCC) of

RDA, emphasized in his welcoming remarks that the rural
development has been a driving force for the economic and

social development of many countries. He said that the
workshop would serve as a venue for all participants to

share their experiences and knowledge to realize more
balanced and sustainable rural development of the region.

He also said that all AFACI members must work together to

build closer partnership with each other.

During the meeting, Ad

- Hoc Committee  of
AFACI was created. Dr.
Gihwan Yi, the AFACI
acting secretary Gen -
eral, chaired the
meeting with Dr. Evelyn

A. Exquejo from the
Philippines, a Co -
Chairperson  of the
Committee. The Tem -
porary Committee Dr. Evelyn presiding the committee
members reviewed the

Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) of AFACI line by line. By
consent of participants, some clauses of the MOU was
modified. After the review from Legal Affair Department of

RDA, the MOU will be circulated to the member countries. The

member countries will give final decision on this agreement

during the General Assembly to be held in 2012.

They also discussed about the organization of Executive
Council and AFACI Full Membership.

-level Officials

Report of the Ad-Hoc Committee Meeting

A. Organization of Executive Council

AFACI organized the Executive Council with
rep resentatives from each region. Since there

are five geographical regions defined by AFACI,
five repre sentatives were chosen as the
members.

Chairperson of the Meeting informed the
members of obligations, responsibilities and
rights of the Executive Council.

As Korea and the Philippines had taken the
position of chair and co - chair of AFACI since
its inauguration, these countries auto
matically be  came the members of the Execu
tive Council representing the East Asia, and
Southeast Asia regions, respectively.

To represent the remaining three regions,
three countries were also selected in the
Executive Council. For Central Asia, Mongolia
agreed to be in the Executive Council. Nepal
was also chosen to represent the South Asia
with support from Bangladesh and Sri Lanka.
Vietnam declared its intention to join the
Executive Council to represent also the
Southeast Asia. Cambodia, Lao PDR, Indonesia,
Philippines and Thailand agreed on this matter.

Finally, the Executive Council consisted of
Mongolia, Nepal, Philippines, Vietnam, and
Korea. The office term of EC members will be
from July 1, 2011 to June 30, 2014.

B. AFACI Full Membership

Participants discussed about the AFACI
member ship. Currently, AFACI consists of 12
member countries - Cambodia, Lao PDR,
Mongolia, Nepal, Philippines, Sri Lanka,
Vietnam, and Korea which are considered full
members while Bangladesh, Indonesia, Thailand,

and Uzbekistan are provisional members.

During the meeting, delegates from Bangladesh,
Indonesia and Thailand which are provisional
member countries said that they will try to

give the final decision of each country
regarding their membership immediately. The
official confirma tion on their membership
will be made at the General Assembly to be held

in 2012.
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There were two special lectures on agricultural information of Korea

after the Ad - Hoc Committee Meeting. Prof. Je - Kyu Kim, Chonnam
National University gave a lecture on Korea agriculture situation and

performance, and Dr. Soo - Hwa Lee, former Administrator of RDA,
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The participants also attended the Field Trip to National
Agrobiodiversity Center under National Academy of Agricultural
Science (NAAS) and National Institute of Horticultural & Herbal
Science (NIHHS), RDA. At the National Agrobiodiversity Center, they
were provided with comprehensive information on the conservation

and management of genetic resources including plants, microbes,
insects, and animals. They also watched research sites for
horticulture, ginseng, herb and mushroom crops at the NIHHS

After finishing the schedule in RDA, Suwon, the participants moved to

the Saemaul Undong Central Training Institute (SUCTI), Sungnam. SUCTI

is the representative training institute for Saemaul movement. The
goal of Saemaul training is to contribute to building a wealthy village,

a wealthy community, a wealthy country, and a wealthy global

community. The participants practiced Saemaul lifestyles in the SUCTI

and was provided lectures by professors. Case studies was also

introduced by successful Saemaul leaders, Through these activities, the

participants could learn Saemaul philosophy focusing on putting

Saemaul spirit into practice. National Agrobiodiversity Center

In the last day of the workshop, the participants had opportunities to visit rural village. After looked around

the village, the participants met a leader of the village and had time to discuss with him. They indentified

that how the rural village was changed through the SMU and how cooperate with villagers. It was a valuable

time to get idea about adoption and implementation of SMU. Y2U=ha2t36=d4j 626Uy Ag@dultuElagj =n
Marine Products Wholesale Market n ghe manager of the market led the group and explained the marketing
system in Guri city. There was a good place to watch the distribution structure of the agricultural products in

Korea. The participants finished their five - day workshop with a visit to Guri Agricultural and Marine

Products Wholesale Market.

Saemaul Undong Central Training Institute The participants visiting rural village Guri Agricultural and Marine Products
Wholesale Market
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Saemaul Undong is a movement seeking community development and modernization. Of all things, it is a
movement to escape from poverty. It is not limited to individual lifestyles and living conditions, but encom-
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worse in the rural area. Many people moved to urban areas for better life. It made the urban area very unstable.
Thus, the government proposed Saemaul Undong Movement in rural communities to inspire the people and lead
them into the prosperity of rural communities. These activities gave Korea the opportunities to overcome
poverty and develop rural area. Many Koreans believe that Korea could achieve economic growth in a short time
through Saemaul Undong Movement.
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Thailand experts visited Korea
for Sharing the knowledge on maize

r. Chutima Koshawatana, an agricultural research scien-
tist of Field Crops Research Institute (FCRI) and also a
principal investigator of Thai country project named
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involved in this project visited Korea from 20 to 23 September.

2011. The purpose of visit was to discuss the progress and status
of the research project in Thailand and to visit RDA research
institutes and extension stations for enhancing knowledge and
technology of maize cultivation.

First, they visited Upland Crop Research Division, National In-

stitute of Crop Science (NICS) of RDA and met Dr. Beom - Young Son
who is in charge of this project. Dr. Son and the delegates dis-

cussed about AFACI research project activities and situation.

After finishing the discussion, Dr. Son guided them to research

facilities at the NICS.

The delegates moved to Maize Experiment Station located in
Hongcheon City next day. Dr. Ki - Jin Park who is a senior re-
searcher of Maize Experiment Station gave the information on the
situation of the maize cultivation and seed development in Korea.
The delegates were interested in the newly developed maize seeds.
They also looked around facilities for maize such as cold storage
room and washing machines, etc. Dr. Park explained that Maize
Experiment Station has stored the maize against a year of famine
and how to use the machines. After the delegates looked around
all facilities, they visited maize research field close to the
center. They only saw the maize stalk because the center has
already harvested maize. However, the delegates could learn
cultivation condition of Korea.

The National Agricultural Cooperative Federation was next des-
tination. The delegates got a chance to look that the workers were
peeling the maize and classified them by quality. In the factory of
the federation, there were washing, boiling and packing machines
for maize. The manager explained the function of each machine.

After identifying the processing procedure of the federation, the
delegates finally visited a farm and confirmed how to product
maize seed at the farm.

There were some limits to confirm the maize production in Korea
because this period was not harvest time for maize in Korea. but
the delegates could upgrade their maize research project with the
knowledge and experiences learning from this period.
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Delegates watching the research field

Dr. Chutima checking maize seeds at the farm
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problem of high seed price and seed shortage. Thus, Thailand government agencies need to transfer knowledge of

seed production to farmers by training them on seed distribution system. Nakhon Sawan Field Crops Research

Center (NSFCRC), Field Crops Research Institute (FCRI), has taken responsibility in research and development of

maize; in 2009, the new released cultivar is Nakhon Sawan 3 (NS 3) | a drought tolerant hybrid. Meanwhile, hybrid

seed production technology of NS 3 has been researched and could be promptly transferred to farmers if required.

Furthermore, parent inbred of NS 3 are available and farmers could produce hybrid seed for their own use in their

community.
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