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Survey, Collection and Preservation of Local Indigo Germplasm
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Abstract

The survey was conducted to collect local indigo lines, to investigate and classify
agronomic traits of indigo lines. Results showed that there were 2 usable indigo species in
the upper northeastern region namely, Indigofera tinctoria L. (straight pod shape) and /.
suffruticosa Mill. (sickle pod shape). [ tinctoria has larger shrub but shorter stalk than that
of I suffruticosa. Leaves arranged spirally, imparipinnate. /. tinctoria possesses obovate
leaflets, pink flowers, narrow cylindrical green pod with 9-10 cylindrical light brown small
seeds. [ suffruticosa possesses narrowly oblong leaflets, crimson flowers, short strongly

curved hairy green pod with 4-5 cylindrical deep brown large seeds. Farmers in Nakhon



Panom province like to grow [ suffruticosa while farmers in Kalasin, Udonthani and
Mukdahan provinces like /. tinctoria indigo. Farmers in Sakon Nakhon grow both species and

use indigo blue dye the most.
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