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The Special Control Scheme for the Export of Fresh Fruits and Vegetables to the
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ABSTRACT

The special control scheme for the export of fresh fruits and vegetables to the European
Union, Norway, and Switzerland, so called the “Establishment List” (EL) was developed and
implemented by the Department of Agriculture in order to solve the problem on continuous pest
interceptions on 5 groups of 16 vegetables exported to the European Union. The scheme was
designed as a control system for both sanitary and phytosanitary aspects and implemented by both
government and private sector since 14 March 2011. The scope was later extended for additional 6
vegetables in 2012 to cover commodities often detected with pests prior to export and those with

pesticide residues and microbiological contamination problems under the EU regulation 669/2009
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on the increased level of official control on imported food of non animal origin. In total there are 22
vegetables under the scheme having further objective to delist Thai vegetables from the mentioned
EU regulation. The Department laid down criteria, procedure, and conditions for the control of
production chain from farms to packing houses. In addition to GAP certification requirement, pest
management and agricultural chemicals uses in compliance with EU regulations, as well as
contracted farming, are required. Packing houses shall be GMP certified with HACCP principles
implementation and traceability system. Private sector is responsible for the implementation and
production control according to the criteria and conditions. On site audits for verification shall be
conducted before the approval of packing houses and farms, as well as the follow up audits
whenever notifications received. Capacity building training courses on quarantine pests
identification have been provided to packing houses since 2012.

Cooperation and integration of work from various agencies have made the
successful achievement of the scheme in terms of problem management and trade facilitation. In
2011, there were 11 establishments under the scheme while, at present, there are 27 establishments.
Significant reduction of pest interceptions has been observed. Moreover, the European Union has
decreased level of control for certain Thai vegetables on pesticides residues and microbial
contamination under the regulation 669/2009. Since the scheme was established, Brassica
vegetables, such as, kale and Chinese cabbage were removed, while others, namely yard long bean,
eggplant, holy basil, sweet basil, mint, coriander were reduced official control rate. Recently, holy
basil, sweet basil, mint, and coriander are removed from both pesticide residues and
microbiological contamination control after the recent review by the EU which will take effect from

1 January 2015.

Key-words: Establishment List, GAP, GMP, HACCP, pests, sanitary and phytosanitary measures
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Commission Regulation No 669/2009 of 24 July 2009 implementing Regulation (EC) No 882/2004
of the European Parliament and of the Council as regards the increased level of

official controls on imports of certain feed and food of non-animal origin and

amending Decision 2006/504/EC, 2009, O.J. L194/11.
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Table 1 Pest interceptions in commodities under the special control scheme for establishment list

prior to export at Suvarnnabhumi International Airport Plant Quarantine Station

Year No. of Commodity Pest
interception
Jan-March 2242 Holy basil , Sweet basil, Stinking, Bemisia tabaci (Genn.)
2011 Hairy Basil, Balsam pear, Egg plant, Leucinodes orbonalis
Chilli, Celery, Mint, Tree Basil, Tephritidae
Chinese kale, Coriander, Yard long Thrips palmi Karny
beans and Chinese cabbage Lepidoptera
Spodoptera Aphids
April-Dec 2367 Chinese cabbage, Chinese kale ,Celery, Bemisia tabaci (Genn.)
2011* Yard long beans, Mint Coriander, Leucinodes orbonalis
Holy basil, Sweet basil, Egg plant and Tephritidae
Chilli Thrips palmi Karny
Lepidoptera
Spodoptera
2012 30 Holy basil , Sweet basil, Egg plant, Bemisia tabaci (Genn.)
Chilli Chinese kale, Coriander and Leucinodes orbonalis
Balsam pear Tephritidae
Thrips palmi Karny
2013 28 Basil, Sweet basil, Egg plant, Chilli, Bemisia tabaci (Genn.)
Chinese kale, Coriander, Stinking, Leucinodes orbonalis
Yard long beans and Balsam pear Tephritidae
Thrips palmi Karny
Lepidoptera
Spodoptera
Jan-Nov 7 Sweet basil, Egg plant, Chilli, Holy Liriomyza sativae Blanchard
2014 basil and Celery Bemisia tabaci (Genn.)

Tephritidae

Thrips palmi Karny

Leucinodes orbonalis Spodoptera

Source: Suvarnabhumi International Airport Plant Quarantine Station, Office of Agricultural Regulation

Note: *The special control scheme was introduced in March 2011 for 16 kinds of vegetables
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Table 2 Export of commodities under the special control scheme for establishment list to the

European Union between 2008-2014

2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 Jan-Jun
Commodity
(kg) (kg) (kg) (kg) (kg) (kg) 2014(kg)
Chilli/ bird
650,731 657,026 767,906 162,532 60,112 100,475 200,440
chilli
Balsam
pear / Bitter 310,808 271,773 249,403 43,257 3,018 38,278 79,634
gourd
Holy basil 160,219 178,084 161,491 13,111 2,595 12,630 24,491
Egg plant 623,407 618,884 432,804 96,952 49,438 114,519 272,999
Stinking 137,229 152,107 147,997 22,851 1,503 7,304 13,201
Sweet basil 601,646 647,141 643,158 87,686 25,067 65,553 94,005
Mint 3,708 22,719 20,575 2,882 100 0 0
Celery 7,943 48,611 48,251 23,553 3,539 8,017 21,923
Chinese
5,896 34,786 34,594 24,200 1,343 268 1,540
cabbage
Chinese
12,530 77,983 28,103 11,883 1,242 7,956 16,310
kale
Coriander 61,850 387,134 336,612 291,256 72,310 99,257 165,121
Yard long
77,879 440,568 193,157 218,605 23,740 78,325 118,424
beans
Hairy Basil 26,151 37,003 28,584 1,520 0 0 0
Tree Basil 534 537 567 3 0 0 0
Total 2,680,530 3,574,356 3,093,202 1,000,291 244,007 532,582 1,008,088

Source: Suvarnabhumi International Airport Plant Quarantine Station, Office of Agricultural

Regulation

220 m WanIdefan nsadvimsinuns Uszdtl 2557




Table 3 Pest interceptions in exported commodities under the special control scheme for

establishment list reported via EUROPHYT

Year No. of Commodity Pest
interception
2553 368 Holy basil , Sweet basil, Bemisia tabaci (Genn.)
Stinking, Hairy Basil, Liriomyza sativae Blanchard
Balsam pear, Egg plant, Leucinodes orbonalis
Chilli, Celery, Chinese kale Tephritidae
and Bitter gourd Thrips palmi Karny
Jan-March 2011 43 Holy basil , Sweet basil, Bemisia tabaci (Genn.)
Stinking, Balsam pear, Egg Liriomyza sativae Blanchard
plant, Chilli, Celery, Leucinodes orbonalis
Coriander and Yard long Tephritidae
beans Thrips palmi Karny
April-Dec 2011* 14 Celery and Chinese kale Bemisia tabaci (Genn.)
Liriomyza sativae Blanchard
2012 3 Sweet basil and Egg plant Bemisia tabaci (Genn.)
Liriomyza sativae Blanchard
Leucinodes orbonalis
2013 10 Balsam pear Celery, Sweet Bemisia tabaci (Genn.)
basil, Egg plant, Chilli and Liriomyza sativae Blanchard
Stinking Leucinodes orbonalis
Tephritidae
Thrips palmi Karny
Jan-Nov 2014 10 Egg plant, Stinking, Chilli, Leucinodes orbonalis

Holy basil and Coriander

Bemisia tabaci (Genn.)
Tephritidae
Thrips palmi Karny

Spodoptera

Source: Food Safety of Plants and Plant Products Group, Plant Standard and Certification Office

Note: *The special control scheme was introduced in March 2011 for 16 kinds of vegetables
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Table 4 Changes of official inspection control level under Regulation 669/2009 for pesticides

residues and microbiological contamination

Regulation Commodity Measure Effective date
669/2009 Yard long beans, Egg 50% Sampling for January 2009
plant and Chinese pesticides residues analysis

cabbage
878/2010 Yard long beans, Egg 50% Sampling for October 2009
plant and Chinese pesticides residues analysis
cabbage
Holy basil, Sweet basil ~ 20% Sampling for
and Coriander pesticides residues analysis
Holy basil, Sweet basil,  10% Sampling for
Coriander and Mint Salmonella analysis
4333/2011 Yard long beans, Egg 50% Sampling for July 2011
plant and Chinese pesticides residues analysis
cabbage
Holy basil, Sweet basil ~ 20% Sampling for
and Coriander pesticides residues analysis
Holy basil, Sweet basil,  10% Sampling for
Coriander and Mint Salmonella analysis
Chilli 10% Sampling for
pesticides residues analysis
1235/2012 Yard long beans, Egg Reduce level of sampling January 2013

plant and Chinese
cabbage

Holy basil, Sweet basil
and Coriander

Holy basil, Sweet basil,
Coriander and Mint

Chilli

to 20% for pesticides

residues analysis

20% Sampling for
pesticides residues analysis
10% Sampling for
Salmonella analysis

10% Sampling for

pesticides residues analysis
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Regulation Commodity Measure Effective date
270/2013 Yard long beans, Egg 20% Sampling for April 2013
plant and Chinese pesticides residues
cabbage analysis
Holy basil, Sweet basil ~ 20% Sampling for
and Coriander pesticides residues
analysis
Holy basil, Sweet basil, ~ 10% Sampling for
Coriander and Mint Salmonella analysis
Chilli 10% Sampling for
pesticides residues
analysis
618/2013 Yard long beans and 20% Sampling for July 2013

Egg plant

Chinese cabbage

Holy basil, Sweet basil

and Coriander

Holy basil, Sweet basil,
Coriander and Mint

Chilli

pesticides residues
analysis
Reduce level of

sampling to 10% for

pesticides residues

analysis

Reduce level of

sampling to 20% for

pesticides residues

analysis

10% Sampling for
Salmonella analysis
10% Sampling for
pesticides residues

analysis
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Regulation Commodity Measure Effective date
1355/2013 Yard long beans and Egg ~ 20% Sampling for January 2014
plant pesticides residues analysis
Chinese cabbage Remove from the list for
pesticides residues analysis
Holy basil, Sweet basil 10% Sampling for
and Coriander pesticides residues analysis
Holy basil, Sweet basil, 10% Sampling for
Coriander and Mint Salmonella analysis
Chilli 10% Sampling for
pesticides residues analysis
1021/2014 Yard long beans and Egg  20% Sampling for October 2014
plant pesticides residues analysis
Holy basil, Sweet basil 10% Sampling for
and Coriander pesticides residues analysis
Holy basil, Sweet basil, 10% Sampling for
Coriander and Mint Salmonella analysis
Chilli 10% Sampling for
pesticides residues analysis
Betel leaf 10% Sampling for
Salmonella analysis
1295/2014 Yard long beans and Egg  20% Sampling for January 2015
plant pesticides residues analysis

Holy basil, Sweet basil,

Coriander and Mint

Chilli

Betel leaf

Remove from the list for

pesticides residues and

Salmonella analysis

10% Sampling for
pesticides residues analysis
50% Sampling for

Salmonella analysis
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Source: Food Safety of Plants and Plant Products Group, Plant Standard and Certification Office



