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ABSTRACT

Durian is one of Thailand’s most economically important fruits. In 2024, exports
to the People’s Republic of China reached a significant value of 109,799.38 million baht.
However, trade experienced a temporary disruption in early 2025 after the General
Administration of Customs of China (GACC) detected Basic Yellow 2 (BY2) contamination
in Thai shipments. Consequently, effective January 10, 2025, the GACC required that all
fresh durian consignments be accompanied by official BY2 laboratory test reports. In
response, the Department of Agriculture (DOA) implemented stringent control measures,
including enhanced regulatory enforcement, the establishment of BY2 testing

y.n»

laboratories, and the introduction of the “Set Zero” policy under the “4 No’s” principle
(no immature fruit, no pests, no Fraud, and no colorants or prohibited substances).
Additional preventive measures were applied throughout the production process,
alongside Big Cleaning campaigns and mandatory BY2 inspection as part of phytosanitary
certification.

These proactive measures enabled the resumption of exports that had been
temporarily suspended from January 10-18, 2025, prior to the Chinese New Year on
January 19, 2025. Between January 19 and December 31, 2025, a total of 59,071 samples
were tested, with BY2 detected in only 317 samples (0.54%). The DOA responded with
formal warnings and comprehensive follow-up inspections to identify root causes and
implement corrective and preventive actions. As a result, contamination rates steadily
declined, reaching zero detections by July 22, 2025. Furthermore, the GACC’s recognition
of “low-risk” packing houses led to a significant reduction in random inspections at
import checkpoints. These collaborative efforts facilitated trade, restored the confidence
of international trading partners, and secured Thailand’s market share in China. By the
end of 2025, Thailand had exported a total of 939,892.34 tons of durian, valued at
150,278.59 million baht.

Key words: Durian, Contamination Control, Basic Yellow 2 (BY2)
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Table 1 Sampling of durian at the packing house

Total Weight of Number of Sampling Number of Samples Weight per Fruit
Production Lot Points Collected
Less than 50 kg 3 point Approximately 2-4 kg
50 - 500 kg 5 point 1 fruit per point per fruit, or according
More than 500 kg* 10 point to varie'ta.l
characteristics

Note: 1. For production lots weighing more than 500 kg, a second sampling (double sampling) shall be conducted by
randomly selecting not less than half of the total number of sampling points. This will result in 5 fruits per
sample to be submitted to the laboratory for analysis.

2. Adapted from CAC/GL 33-1999 and the Handbook for Sampling Specific Controlled Plants, 2020
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